ICA NEWSLETTER

Welcome to the International College Of Auckland’s December issue.
You would of noticed that the pohutakawa trees are all out in full bloom! T
Maori people believe that if this tree flowers before Christmas wecémg tp
have a long hot summer.

Most of our students are now placed in permanent work experience and working

full time over their Christmas break.

ICA along with the New Zealand Horticulture industry training
organisation have worked hard to find employment for many students. Si
August this year a total of 44 students have been placed in workplace ex

ce
ri-

ence. Many of our students have received full time job offers. ICA student$ are
working in Auckland, Hamilton and the Bay of Plenty. This new project is jjeing

well received by our students, the industry and staff here at the college.

Students are working in the follow sectors Vegetable production, Floricultdre,
Nursery, Fruit, Amenity and Landscape. Some employers who didn’t wanf non
graduated students have taken our recently graduated group as full time gmploy-

ees. This has been great for group 8 who now are all processing their full
work visas.

The staff and students are all getting ready for the Christmas holidayseas
Some students are returning to their home town and some are staying on
Zealand. We would like to wish all our students and supporters a very ha
holiday time with your family and friends. We look forward to welcoming y
all back again in 2008.
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Our college will close on the 14th of December and re open on the 14th Jganuary

2008.

Betty transplanting seedlings

Kao Kai Ti working in nursery

Jimmy setting up new glasshouse
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“Don’t forget to check
out our web page”.

Wwww.ica.ac.nz

We are always up daty
ing our site with new
and
exciting information.

International College of Auckland Silver Sponsor ofthe
NZHITO Young Horticulturalist of the Year .

This competition organised by NZHITO and the Royal New Zealpnd
Institute of Horticulture it is for people 30 years old and under who

are working in the Horticulture industry. For the second year The
ternational College of Auckland has been a major sponsor of thg
Young Horticulturalist of the Year Award.

In-

Eight finalists selected from the various horticulture sectors camg to-

gether on November"@at the Auckland Botanical Gardens for a ohe
day Grand final. The Grand Final consisted of Practical Activitieg,

Interviews, a computer project and speeches. Our very own Janjes
Williamson (Head of Horticulture at ICA) was a judge at the Health
& Safety practical activity. He said “The standard was very high and

it was hard to separate all of the finalists in the practical session].

The eight finalists were: Gavin Lodge (Landscape), Robert
Humpbhries (Fruit), Emma Taylor (Viticulture), Jeff van Rijen
(Vegetable), Meredith Guy (Nursery), Louise Heller (Floristry),
Elena O’Neill (Arboriculture) and Chris Vork (Amenity). The leve
of the contestants was extremely high.

The prize package had a total value of $30,000 and includes tra
clothing, tools, books and a Leadership course. Contestants alsq

part in a separate competition, the AGMARDT Innovation projec.
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The contestant had to make presentation to a panel on a new prpduct

or service. This had a prize package of $12000.
The presentation of the prizes took place at a grand dinner at thg
Ellerslie convention centre. Where we were able to meet the fing|
and hear their well prepared speeches.

The winner of the Young Horticulturalist of the Year 2007 was
Emma Taylor from the Viticulture Industry. Emma works for Villg}
Maria, a major wine producer in NZ and intends to travel to Chilg
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to

study wine production in that country. ICA would like to congratujate
all the competitors and look forward to being involved again in 2¢08.

See our photos taken at the evening dinner.

Above: James Zhu—ICA Principal presenting the 286@éng Horticul-
turalist of the Year prize to Emma Taylor. Leftmls giving his speech.



